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By George McConnell -

~ Going green is in vogue,. and
an eight-block section of the
Sunset District may soon play a -
major role in the greening of San

“Francisco.. ' '
If the SF Board of Supervisors

- gives the green light, the Sunset
Reservoir will become the site of

the largest solar photovoltaic sys-
tem in California, and the largest
municipal solar power system in
the nation.

The 90-million galion. reser-
veoir, which is located between
Ortega and Quintara streets and
24th and 28th avenues, wasg

“recently seismically retrofitted to
accommodate the system, which .

© will-consist of nearly 30 000

soia.r panels
- The project. will be a Jomt :

. ventire between-the City and
. :Recurrent Ehergy, a_  San
- Francisco-based commercial |
- solar energy company. It was -

authorized by the San Francisco -

- Public Utilities -Commission

(PUC) on Dec. 9 and then for-".

~‘warded to' -the Board of =

Supervisors for endorsement.-A -
decision by the board to approve

"the contract'and proceed with -

‘construction is expected
The project is part of- SF

) _Mayor Gavin Neéwsom’s plan to
"accelerate and expand renewable
- energy sources for the City. Once .

~the system is online, the city’s

_ municipal solar energy genera- -

tion will jump from two to seven

~megawatts, or roughly a 300 per—

ceént increase. .
-::This is a pretty big thm .
-84 'd Jih Marks, a spokesman for

the PUC.

- 'The power generated wﬂl be

“used for muricipal operations,

.Contmued:_on_ page a2 .
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__..such as’ “Muni, pubhc bmldmgs .
- streetlights, schools, libraries and
~San Francisco General Hospital.

“Other solar power systems

g operated by the City iclude the

Moscone €enter, San Francisco
-International Airport and the
‘Southeast Wastewater Treatment _

Plant.

- “The solar power system at -
Sunsct Reservmr ‘will more-than:.
“triple‘the’ energy we. gencrate'_' o
. fromi the sun-atop city facilities,” -
~said-Newsom when'the PUC
Jintroduced the prOJect in May -
S2008:0 e _
. Recurrent Energy began oper—
. ation il June of 2006. Two of its
Tecent. pI‘OJBCT.S include a one-
: megawatt system at North Face,
“a San Francisco sporting goods
retailer, and ‘4-400-kilowatt sys-

tem at a'school in' Marin County,
according to Matt Garlinghouse,

" a company co-founder and vice
.president .. for. western regmn
g deveiopment '
“ Under the: terms Df the

; arrangement ‘technically called a
“Power Pirchase Agreement,
“Recurrent will finance, design,
“build ‘and operate the system and -
provide ali the energy generated

to the PUC for a period of 25
years. In return, the City will

reimburse Recurrent 23,5 cents

per kilowatt-hour produced for
the duration -of the contract, or
about $1.6 million annually.

“It’s a fairly common arrange-
ment. We can take advantage of
the 30 pefeent federal tax credit

" ‘available to Recurrent and gener-
© ate energy at-a better rate, so it’s:
-a win-win,” Marks said. . .- .
. Previous:municipal solar
. power projects were_financed,
-'built and operated directly by’ the

City. According to Barbara Hale .
.of the PUC’s Power Enterprise, a -
project:of this size would COSt. -
$45:million up front to build:

Guarlinghouse said thie power

mately 1,021 Pacific Gas and

_Electric customers. -

The amount of power’ generat— 1
ed by solar Systems ‘can be sub-"
‘stantial: The facility ‘atop the
Moscone Center, for exampic,f-
:which bcgan operatlon in"March
2004, ‘generates apprommately
- 870, 000" kilowatts per year :
“according to Marks, -~ - :

i

from Re.current’s--d:ffice in the

- Financial District.

_ Questions§: have been raised
about whether powet output

‘might be affected by the Stinset

- District’s. foggy summertime

~weather, burt Garlinghouse said

“blite-sky days are not ne¢ded and

“the panels can operate effectively -
. with just ultraviolet light, which ~
.can penetrate fog. -

- The PUC currently est:lmates'

that .once “‘the contract is
approved,’ constructxon will take
-‘apprommately six -tg-eight
. months, and the system’could be
_ope_:rauonal by early 2010.

-To allay -any potential con-

i cérns from’ neighbdrs about noise
‘and othér problems that rmght be
“created during installation and

“operation,” _Ga:lmghouse said the ~ -

- produced by the 'system at-Sunget
‘Reservoir would supply approxis’

-~ 8an Francisco-based -Suntech '

Power will supply the three-and-

“a‘half foot by six foot ‘panels.

The company is the world’s -

largest distributor of solar panels.

-Each panel houses about 55

- photovoltaic cells and produces
roughly 200 watts. Upkéep is

minimal, which mcludes clean-

‘ing and testing twice a year. Over
- time, the cells can degrade and
-this may- affect output, but they -
" are expected fo last for the long -
term, according to Garlinghouse.

The system will be monitored

estimated: constiuction ‘time” also

includes”désign and enginéering

- time, as wellas the actual instal-

lation. .
“There’s no dnllmg or heavy'

‘construction required, and the
‘actual process is very quiet and
..speedy. Solar is one of the qui-

etest power generating' systcms,

"~ he said.



